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Join us as we celebrate the Lord’s
Supper on Sunday, June 7th.
Communion will be served, with
prepackaged options available.

Begin your Sunday morning with coffee and conversation in the Welcome Room before worship at 9:00
AM—a relaxed way to enjoy fellowship.

Gathering begins at 10:20 AM, with announcements at 10:25 AM, followed by worship. Join us in
person or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FPCHF. All are welcome.

Please silence electronic devices during worship.                                                                                                                                                   

Coffee & Conversation at 
9:00 AM, Worship at 10:30 AM

Community Church on Main Street

Those worshiping via livestream are
invited to prepare their elements
ahead of time.

Welcome to the
Pulpit

We welcome to the pulpit on Sunday, June 28,
the Rev. Dr. Phil Davis while Pastor Kirk is on
vacation. Rev. Davis earned his graduate degree
from  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Ordained in
1997 in the National Baptist tradition, he began
serving     both   Presbyterian     (PCUSA)      and 

American Baptist Churches (ABCUSA) in the Rochester, New
York area in 2003.
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This Pentecost I spoke on how
uncompromisingly inclusive the Apostles
became once they received the Holy Spirit,
starting with Peter’s speech about the gift of
tongues in Jerusalem. That aspect of Acts Two
was easy to spot for those who read research on
U.S. churches. The best-known researcher, Ryan
Burge, warns that white, mainline churches risk
not only decline but complete, denominational
demise when we fail to adapt to changing
populations. At the same time, many new, non-
denominational congregations excel at including
racially and ethnically diverse worshipers. It’s
clearly an achievable goal. The prominent
researcher Robert Jones shows how the
influence of white-supremacist, anti-Christian
ideology has increased in white churches –
evangelical, mainline, and Roman Catholic. This
trend was not so noticeable at first but
accelerated quickly over the past 10-12 years. It
implies that one reason congregations may fail
to include more diverse members is because
supremacist ideology is a quiet but strong
aspect of many congregations.

The PC USA is a good example of both the lack
of adaptation and the impact on congregational
vitality. Black Presbyterians became a small but
deeply-rooted part of our body in the 1800s due
to free education in Sabbath Schools, which
included children of domestic servants. While
some states banned literacy among Black
Americans, our denomination centered faith on
open access to the Holy Bible, which required
everyone be able to read it. Yet Black
Presbyterians were excluded from church
leadership and even when elected by
congregations, often ignored in Presbytery and
General Assembly meetings – denied their
guaranteed right to “voice,” to speak on topics
before those councils.

After the Civil War, northern churches raised
funds to support Black Presbyterians – as long
as they were down south! Many all-black
churches were built in support of segregated
worship. In New York State, Black Presbyterians
were still required to sit in balconies (the origin
of the balcony children enjoy in our church).
These segregated practices were rightly seen as
hypocrisy. Black Christians increasingly joined
more Christlike Episcopal congregations, then
the radically open Azusa Street Pentecostal
Churches.

Christ and continued by the Apostles is to model
devotion to the Gospel entrusted to us. It’s
striking how Jesus included Samaritans, gentiles,
and even Roman occupiers in His ministry and
appointed friends to all in the twelve Apostles. It
boggles the mind to realize Christianity was the
first truly global religion – based not on birth but
entirely on belief. It’s humbling to acknowledge
that we are the “foreigners” spoken of in the
New Testament – almost none among us have a
drop of Abraham’s blood in our lineage.

I sincerely hope we can learn from
congregations that appeal to all God’s children.
This will be instrumental in the congregation’s
survival as we look to the next ten years. I pray
that God will make me a better model of
intentional invitation and inclusion; that I can still
be an ever-more-useful tool in the Potter’s
hands. Most of all, I strenuously desire to see the
vision of God’s Kingdom - that Jesus shared so
compellingly - realized in some small way. The
rare times I’ve felt that Kingdom spirit arrive
have stayed with me, reminding me why
Christian ministry is the most blessed of all
activities. May God help us to realize those
moments more and more, and to extend them to
all others.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Kirk

P A G E  2OUR FAITH IN ACTION
“Meanwhile, when the crowd had gathered by the thousands, so that they trampled on one another, he began to speak first to his disciples, ‘Beware of

the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known.
Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed from the

housetops.’”
  Luke 12:1-3  

Written by Pastor Kirk

The exclusive spirit of past Presbyterians lingers
in stories and unspoken memories in many
minority communities today. This is why it takes
intentional, visible efforts to recreate the
heterogeneous nature of the first Christians. It’s
not enough to simply say, “We treat everyone
who walks in the door the same.” First, we must
acknowledge that our past makes it unlikely a
Christian of color will walk through our door.
Then we must acknowledge that when
members express anti-minority or anti-
immigrant views without response, we all send
a message of exclusion. When I was part of
employee-training programs, I would tell
widows or young persons who’d never
answered the phone for a business: “When you
speak with someone on the phone, smile! Your
smile or frown can be heard on the other end of
the line.” The same is true of our individual
prejudices – they can be noticed by others even
when we think they can’t. This agrees with
research that finds messages like “All are
welcome” are seen as exclusive by persons of
color. Today’s studies show that many who seek
a church will choose a congregation that
acknowledges hypocrisy rather than quietly
accepts it. 

This is honestly a new learning for me. I’ve
always tried to be patient with anyone who
expresses racist, sexist, and classist views (I’m
sure I also express them from time to time – it’s
a universally-learned behavior). I’ve said nothing
as people made racist comments about my wife
or family. I had no idea that others judge my  
faith based on my silence. What researchers like
Ryan Burge and Robert Jones make clear is that
many will reject the church I serve when I fail to
respond. This is even more important for pastors
than for members, as research shows ministers
have almost zero impact on attracting new
worshipers but a strong ability to drive people
away (what a terrible superpower to have!).
Note that people aren’t looking for a political
view; they’re asking that we be consistent to the
faith we proclaim. We can legitimately ask, how
do those who express rejection based on race,
nationality, gender, or income square that with
the Gospel? When done respectfully, that could
be a truly enlightening discussion for all.

As I see it, there is a much, much bigger issue
than whether I behave in a way that attracts
new members (though that’s a command given
directly by Jesus). Part of the example given by
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06/07/26
Entry into
Jerusalem

The Chosen Mark 11:1-11

06/14/26
Cursing the Fig

Tree
The Chosen Mark 11:12-25

06/21/26
Cleansing the

Temple
The Chosen

Matthew 21:12-
17, 23-41

06/28/26 Pastor’s Choice
Pastor’s
Choice

Pastor’s Choice

Scammers once again hit our congregation. Please remember that if any individual reaches out to ask for your immediate financial contribution, that
cannot be a legitimate request. There are restrictions and guidelines for how donations might be obtained, and they all exclude one person deciding to
seek immediate help from others.

Some signs that these are scams – whether from the church or anywhere – include the need for an immediate response, that you not tell others about
the request, and accounts that look LIKE they originate from the person(s) involved but aren’t quite the same. In the most recent case scammers created
fake gmail accounts using “pastor kirk” as part of the name. Though I only use Yahoo mail, it did initially fool some people. Please block false texts and
tag scam emails as spam. Government agencies warn that some scammers are even using AI to impersonate family in video or regular phone calls;
remember to look for those same tell-tale signs of a scam, such as a dire need for money immediately and encouragement to keep the process quiet.
Also, you can always text or call me or other church members before acting.
 
While it’s natural to assume criminals have gained contact information from the church, media investigations find that’s not the case. Rather, since
COVID many churches now stream and have become favorite targets. “Scraping” software allows criminals to retrieve information from online
platforms; they then can match names and our location with contact lists purchased from sources like Apple and Google. Matching names and locations
provides dozens of opportunities for scammers to approach intended victims.
 
The insidious nature of these scams can be infuriating. Yet in-person con men and women once traveled to small towns to fleece people, then moved
on. Later telephone schemes – including cold-calls from “boiler rooms” that sold junk stocks and bonds – cheated many. New technology allows us to
keep in touch with those we love AND increases access for modern versions of age-old crimes. In every age, our best defense is to be aware of how
these criminals operate. As Jesus said, “Be wise as serpents and gentle as doves” (Matthew 10:16).

P A G E  3FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Beware Strange Church Communiques!

Worship in June
After many requests, it’s time to turn again to The
Chosen. The most recent episodes comprise Season
Five, which spans Jesus’ Entry of Jerusalem to The Last
Supper (and related Bible traditions). We’ll look at the
way The Chosen reflects on specific Bible verses in the
Adult Bible Study on Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM,
and start from church traditions and modern
scholarship as we consider their implications during
Sunday worship. You can stream The Chosen, Season
Five on Prime Video or watch it with no subscriptions
by downloading The Chosen App onto your device or
smart TV. It’s great family entertainment, expanded in
compelling ways, and portrays some of the great
challenges faced by those who lived in the
Mediterranean region during the first century. If you’ve
never watched the series I encourage you to check it
out!

Pastor Kirk on Vacation
Pastor Kirk will be on vacation from June 24 through July 2. During his absence, Chris Hinds, Clerk of Session, will be available to assist with any
questions or concerns and can be reached at 585-465-0096.  Cheryl will be available during regular office hours, except on June 29, when she will be out
of the office.



Director's Dish

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

For everything there is a season, and here we are,
another church school year coming to an end. Looking
back on all the things we did, from the numerous
Treble Maker performances, to the Gingerbread
House, to the Middle School lock-in, and simply to
the variety of crafts the youth made in Sunday School
week after week, it was truly a successful year!

June 14th will be Sharing/Graduation Sunday. A day
where we celebrate the Christian Ed. program and all
of the volunteers that work so hard to help enrich the
youth of our church as well as celebrate our High
School and College students who have dedicated so
much time, seeking enlightenment and setting the
stage for future successes. Please help us recognize
all of these great achievements and partake in the
post worship Coffee Hour.

Before we officially wrap up the year, I would be
remiss to not mention all those that worked so hard
to help make the Dick Haviland Pickleball
Tournament yet another success! As I write this,
we’re still collecting the money we’ve raised so
please stay tuned for a final number. It’s truly a
blessing being able to help generate these resources
for the children of Haiti.

While there will be no official Sunday School over
the summer, we will be hosting vacation Bible School
August 17-21. Registration will go live at the end of
June, so please share with family and friends and
hopefully we can once again get a generous youth
participation. If you’re interested in volunteering that
week, please let me know,
adamlewisced@yahoo.com, and I’ll make sure you
get added to our email list.

Thank you all for your support of the youth and of our
Christian Education program and I look forward to
seeing everyone in the fall as we kick off Rally Day in
September!

Adam Lewis
Christian Education Director
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FPCHF Graduates

Lucy will be graduating from Honeoye Falls Lima Central School.  
She will attend the University of Denver this fall to study
Biological Sciences in the Honors Program.

Lucy Neff

Graduated from SUNY Oneonta with a BA in Music Industry after
previously receiving his Associate in Arts and Science from MCC.
Adam has played in several bands, most recently performing Pink
Floyd's The Wall. Adam is a pianist and composer specializing in
performance and digital composition. He is also his mother's
favorite child.

Adam Santucci

Graduated from SUNY Brockport with a Master of Social Work.
She previously received a BA from SUNY Oswego with a major in
psychology and a minor in Cognitive Science. She plans to take the
licensing exam this fall and begin a career in community mental
health.

Claire Santucci



July
Glad Tidings Deadline

The deadline for the June Glad Tidings Newsletter is
Monday, June 22. Please send all submissions to Cheryl at

officefpchf@gmail.com.
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Scholarship Fund  Appeal
Leslie Rowe, Scholarship Team

Each June, our church has encouraged graduating high school seniors to apply for the FPCHF Scholarship, originally established through the
generosity of the Driscoll family, and now sustained solely through the generous donations from our church community. As chairperson of the
scholarship  team, it  has  been a blessing to  facilitate t he collection  and distribution of scholarship monies, which have supported more than
forty of our young people in their college studies.  

The scholarship committee is asking you to prayerfully consider making a donation in recognition of our church's outstanding youth
participation.    

If you are so inclined to contribute, checks may be made payable to First Presbyterian Church Honeoye Falls, with “Scholarship Fund” written
on the memo line. Checks may be dropped off at the church office or mailed directly to Leslie Rowe, 31 Brigham Cir, HF 14472.  Please don't
hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have: reslie31@yahoo.com or 330-7948.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of contributing to our congregation's youth as they continue on to their next adventures in higher
learning!

Capital Campaign
Team
Anne Gravenstede, Team Secretary

The Capital Campaign Team recently gave an update on the Repair and
Painting project for the exterior of the sanctuary and bell tower.  You might
have noticed that the bell was not rung during our recent long cold winter -
an inspection was done which showed that water and snow was
accumulating in the bell tower.  

As a result of the inspection, the Team decided that there was a critical need
to make necessary repairs to the bell tower first, before any painting of the
exterior of the sanctuary & bell tower would be done. The team has received
estimates for the updated project, and also will be applying for a Sacred
Sites Grant through the New York Landmarks Conservancy that if accepted
will defray some of the added costs.     
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Join Us At the Table 
for Dinner June 28th
This month’s free “Join Us at the Table” dinner will be held
on Sunday, June 28th at 4:00 PM. The Nestrick family will
be this month’s hosts and will be making a delcious  meal. 

All are welcome to come enjoy fellowship with our
community—and feel free to bring a friend or neighbor
along.



PRESBYTERY REPORT P A G E 7

Presbytery Meeting Report May 2, 2026 
Martha Kumler, Elder Commissioner to Presbytery Meetings 
The meeting began with worship, which reminds us that this is a gathering to do God’s work, not a business meeting. In place of a sermon
there was a Lectio Divina reading of 1Peter: 4-10. This is a process of slow meditative reading of scripture during which the congregation
listened and responded to the text.  

Jim Stockmaster, Chairman of the six-member board of Cameron Community Ministries (CCM), reported that they were financially
challenged at the beginning of the year and were unable to make payroll. They have reduced staff, relying much more on volunteers and
have reduced costs as much as possible. Because of donations, including a large donation from the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, they
now have a positive outlook on the future. CCM is in an impoverished area of Rochester and people rely heavily on their services. They
provide meals to 130 people a day without qualifications. Their food cupboard supplies food and hygiene supplies to 30-40 families a
week without any government financial assistance. They have a daycare program that serves 38 children and provide tutoring to young
students. Cameron can always use volunteers and donations. 

John Odom, our Executive Presbyter who came to us from Kentucky, reminded us that it was Kentucky Derby Day and said this presbytery
is making a run for the roses as the best, or at least most faithful, presbytery in the country. He highlighted Energy Study and Efficiency
Grants, Elder Training, Lunch and Learn programming on the third Wednesday of each month, and Gap Loans for congregations. The
presbytery is sponsoring, along with six other presbyteries, a 2-day conference with guest Andrew Root in Geneva in September. Details
about all these announcements can be found at https://pbygenval.org/newsletter/ 

Although it is sad news that Christ Clarion Presbyterian Church will close on June 1st, the good news is that First Presbyterian Church of
Pittsford will be taking over the building and continuing the preschool program as well as using the building as a mission center. 

The presbytery has a new Communications Director, Tamara Hillabush Walker, who will be developing a new website. 

Rev. Luke Choi, Church Consultant for the Board of Pensions, reported on benefits changes for clergy and church staff. Among them will
be an increase in medical coverage options from three to six. 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry presented John Kubiniec as a Candidate for Ministry. He finds the most fulfillment as a chaplain and
seeks ordination so he would be able to serve communion and provide baptisms as needed in his work. He also enjoys preaching and has a
special love of music. After questioning, the presbytery voted to approve his candidacy. 

Mindy Shafer presented the Mission Commission report which included a request from Third Presbyterian Church to concur with the
Cherokee Presbytery on the 2026 GA overture 009. It declares that the PC(USA) supports all individuals, including minors, to have access
to all medically necessary, evidence-based gender-affirming healthcare. After discussion, the presbytery voted 77% to 23% to support the
overture. One speaker, during the discussion, described the long and rigorous process that is followed in New York State that assures the
decision to take part in this healthcare is in the best interest of the patient. Another speaker said the medical practice is not supported by
science and gave evidence from various sources. That speaker believes that, theologically, our bodies were given to us perfectly. At
presbytery meetings, speakers for or against an issue under discussion alternate until the discussion is ended and a vote is taken. 

The Geneva and Genesee Valley Presbyteries have held some meetings exploring the possibility of merging. The discussions were
thoughtful and each shared where they are currently and what the future might be. Due to many things including style of management, it
was decided to put the merger on hold until such time that both presbyteries feel more comfortable with the process. 

Committee on Representation (COR) works as a scouting team for presbytery committees and positions. The greatest need for volunteers
is on Committee for Preparation for Ministry. Pastor Kirk serves on the COR and can provide information on the available openings. The
presbytery elected Brandi Wooten and Whitney Scoville to Permanent Judicial Commission and approved the updated the Permanent
Judicial Commission Job Description. 

Michelle Allen gave a report of the Youth Triennium which takes place every three years and is an exciting opportunity for youth to
participate in the wider church. Our presbytery took 3 youth, but because of small numbers 5 presbyteries needed to join together to go to
this event. The presbytery offers quarterly events for 5th-12th graders. Michelle said that even if you do youth group well, there is great
value in sharing with a larger group for youth faith formation. Next triennium is in July, 2028. 

TE Marcia Rei , TE Evan Wildhack, Elder Barbara Jackson, and Elder Christopher Bensch were commissioned to attend the 227th General
Assembly on behalf of the presbytery.

In news from local churches, Rev. Val Fowler said he will be spending three months in Barrow, Alaska as temporary supply pastor. The
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford announced that they have a regular group that goes to cook at Cameron Community Ministries.  
They are always looking for volunteers. If one or more people from any of the churches wants to cook with a group, they would be
welcome.  

The next presbytery meeting is on August 4th at 3:00 pm at our church. Please keep your eye on announcements for opportunities to help.
This is a chance to show our welcoming spirit and to learn more about the presbytery level of our church. 
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Gary Miller has tomato cages that he would like to sell reasonably.
He has approximately 20 green coated 54-inch ones. He also has

several 54-inch steel ones. There are also small ones available. All
are in good shape. Please reach out to him at

gmillindustrialre@msn.com if interested.

Tomato Cages
Available
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Worship June 2026

Communion Servers
 Linda Goodrum, Martha Kumler, Janis McCormack, Stan McCormack,
Rob Nestrick, and Mark Rowe

First Presbyterian Church
27 North Main Street
PO Box 568
Honeoye Falls, NY  14472

Technology Team
Brian Webster, Patti Moehlmann, Eric Ludwig, Amy
Morrow, and Bob Richardson

Liturgists

07th - Pat Smith
14th - Rachael Garvey
21st -Jennifer Clar   
28th - Taylor Goodrum

Accompanists

Assisting Elder
Chris Hinds

07th - Laura Mueller 
14th - Michelle LaMachia
21st - Laura Mueller      
28th - Michelle LaMachia
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